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Poet of the Month
An Editor’s Note

An introduction to the editor

and a statement of the goals of the newsletter.

Next on the Scene

Song, an artist on BaysWater/ Amp Records, is creating a buzz in the Music Industry with her debut album, In the Fireplace.

Vibe-On Spotlight

Brother Chuma W. Rasul speaks on being a poet, performer & publisher. 

Poet of the Month

Horace Allen is a young 

talented poet who speaks 

of life experiences as a black male living in this world.

The Manager’s Corner
Introducing the Manager of the E-Group and his elaboration on one of the goals of the newsletter.

For Our Health

Why should People of Color 

consider becoming a bone

marrow donor?

Vibe-On Review

A review on Beyond The Bars/

No Extended Embraces, an award-winning documentary by Julia O’Farrow.

Black On Black Contacts

Check out some of the services Vibe-On members have to offer.

An Editor’s Note
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From the vision of a poet and songwriter

came Black On Black Vibe, a black artisan networking online group. It is hard enough trying to get your foot in the door of any facet of the entertainment industry, and it is even harder doing it alone. Hence came the idea to create a group dedicated to people of color trying to make it in an industry often described as being unfair and cutthroat. Black On Black Vibe can serve as a first or founding step for people of color looking to get involved in the entertainment industry.

The goals we have for the newsletter are to provide a platform for the members of the Black on Black Vibe (BOBV) online group to discuss and showcase their projects and ideas. Also, I would like the newsletter to become a forum where some members of BOBV can advertise

their companies and entrepreneurial endeavors. Finally, I would like our readers to view this newsletter as a source of entertainment-related information focusing on both the business and creative aspects of the entertainment

industry. Contact me @ 917-460-3461 (voice-mail) or www.tachellew@hotmail.com 

In The Beginning,

There Was The Voice,

Now There’s SONG
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IN THE FIREPLACE, Song’s debut 

CD on BaysWater/AMP Records is a

masterpiece long awaited in the music

industry. Song’s style has been compared 

to Erykah Badu’s and Lauryn Hill’s, 

yet she brings something new and 

unique to the musical pool. Song 

exposes her innermost thoughts on a

world that is less than perfect but

worth the fight to live and grow in. 

Soulful and vibrant, Song speaks to her 

listeners regarding everyday living through 

a fusion of jazz, hip-hop, spoken word,

and even reggae. The 13 cuts speak on 

the trials of city life, reoccurring love, 

and spirituality from an introspective 

point of view. Her unique vocal styling

and storytelling breathes new life into 

the R&B genre. This griot with tune is

proving to the world that she is a vocal 

and songwriting talent. Song has written 

all of her lyrics for this debut album.

She is definitely business-minded as well 

as talented. Song’s CD can be purchased 

at Borders Book stores. Check out Song’s

website @ www.aboutsong.com
Brother Chuma Speaks on Being

A Poet, Performer & Publisher

Chuma Whahid Rasul is a young man with many visions. He is a poet, performer, and publisher. Chuma is definitely a butterfly in the making with plenty of insight to offer in three different, but connecting genres.   

Brother Chuma stepped out onto the poetry scene in 1998.  His first performance was a reading at the Nuyorican Poets Cafe. He has also performed at other venues such as the Brooklyn Moon Café, Demu Café, The Brooklyn Tea Party, and Sugar Shack. He wrote poetry for years and put it away.  Chuma was encouraged by Sundiata Alaye, a friend and fellow poet, to do something more with his poetry.  From his friend’s words of advice, Chuma was inspired to not only write and perform, but to publish the works of other poets. He was told that poetry was hard to sell, but Chuma accepted the challenge and has persevered.

While publishing his first book through his own publishing company, Pauline Publishing (A Spoken Word Black Press), Chuma has overcome many obstacles. In the process, he has paved a way for future aspiring poets. Spoken word artists such as Tantra, Fisiwe, Kayo, and Adonis are signed to Pauline Publishing with works soon to be published. 

Chuma’s first book, The Third Eye of a Butterfly, captures ideas on personal testimonies & revelations, spirituality /religious conspiracies, the joys & pains of life, love lessons, historical truths, and even some pieces on hip hop and other musical genres. He reveals, “Third Eye became when I was searching. I closed my eyes and saw another side of life. Everything became spiritual and I discovered, looking through spirituality, you’re looking at life through God’s eye which was like having a third eye, thus, the title, Third Eye of a Butterfly, came from the Creator’s Instruction.” 
Not only is this brother well versed in the creative aspects of literature and performance, but he has come to learn the business side as well.  He utters, “It’s very important to understand the business side - knowledge is power - artists must educate themselves - they must know this business.” 

The impetus for starting Pauline Publishing was the general consensus among major publishing houses that poetry is difficult to market, therefore, unprofitable to them. As Chuma will tell you, life as an independent publisher is not all glitter. He has to work hard and make sacrifices.

Chuma himself covers the maintenance costs of Pauline Publishing. He is also responsible for the costs associated with the promotion, printing, distribution, and marketing of the works of the writers signed to his publishing company. In some cases, the writers signed to the company may have to help with the incurred expenses regarding their works. Regarding these facts, Chuma notes, “It’s a lot of money I have to contribute, but it’s rewarding - What I’m doing is a calling - We all want the big life, the money, that’s not the reason why I’m doing this - I’m doing it to be happy - I don’t want to die not knowing - The day I go I want to say I tried - I want to say I did it.”

For writers signed to small independent publishing companies like Chuma’s, there is a great deal of legwork involved to ensure the success of their works. They have to perform at various venues to market their books. The writers also participate in expositions (expos) where they have an opportunity to market and sell their works to the public.

When it comes to signing writers to his publishing company, Chuma looks for people who have a mindset compatible to his own. They, of course, have to be good writers with independent thoughts and have an ability to project their poetry in their performances. Chuma appreciates poets who are not afraid to present their true selves to their audience. The writers also have to be willing to put in the aforementioned legwork to help make their works as successful as possible, which means helping with marketing, promotion, etc. Chuma allots his writers more creative control over their works than larger publishing companies would. That’s one advantage of having a publisher who is also an artist. The publisher (as an artist) realizes that writers have to be as unrestricted as possible to produce their best possible works. Chuma proclaims, “Most book companies take away creative control - some writers get paid to lose control. “ 

The collaboration that Chuma fosters allows the writers to help mold the company into a family structure, which, in turn, creates a trust factor between publisher and writer. 

For those who have dreams and aspirations, Brother Chuma, as one who has brought his dreams to light, offers this advice, “Stay out there, forget the fear, live in the likeness of God which is love. The world will recognize you for that difference, but you have to stay out there and express your talents and beliefs courageously to continue to be recognized.”   Poetic Justice is done.

For all questions and inquiries, Brother Chuma can be contacted at:

Pauline Publishing 

(A Spoken Word Black Press)

Bowling Green Station

PO Box 1592

Ph: (718) 573-4354

Fx:  (718) 573-0960

paulinepub@aol.com (e-mail)

Poet of the Month

Our featured poet for this month, Horace Allen, is a 28-year-old griot residing in Jersey City, NJ. He is the current open-mic host for Bogies nightclub which is considered one of the biggest and hottest spoken word locales in New Jersey. 

Works Horace is currently working on or completed include: a 14-piece spoken word chatbook (completed), a spoken word CD (November, 1999 release), and his soon to be published poetry book (his 1st, due out late 2000).

He has read at, and has been featured in many spoken word locales spanning from New York to Washington, DC. He hopes to read at places located further away from the N.Y./N.J. metropolitan area to spread his work.

Some of his poetry is considered very hard in its nature because it is derived from the hardships and cold situations he has dealt with in his life. Its hard nature is why many people exposed to it feel his poetry is in-depth in describing the dramas of life. Horace is on a poetic journey that seems never-ending and with each road traveled, he finds more situations to write about. Look for him to blaze many spoken word spots in the future. For now, here is an example of why Horace is the poet of the month:

What’s Going On
Recently I’m coming to the realization that I am losing my brothers to society’s justice system!

You can cry “innocence” in every court in the land, but do you really think society really cares.

Once you understand there’s more black men in jail than in college… You know we have a PROBLEM.

We have a problem when white boys in pickup trucks start dragging us down copperstone roads.

We have problems when strong black men are transported to detention centers by the truckload.

We have problems when AFFIRMATIVE ACTION is being named a BLACK PERSON’S opportunity, and we will always have problems as long as we allow drugs and guns to overflow our communities.

Police and black teen shootings are becoming too common today.

My brothas have to understand that the hunt is on and, whether we like it or not… WE HAVE BECOME THE PREY.

I am 28 years old and I stand before you, a strong black man.

I don’t ask anyone for anything I want, because what I want I will work for and get with these two black hands.

All I want is a chance.

I want the same kind of chances they got.

I’m talking about walking down dim lit blocks without a fear of getting shot.

I want to wear my TIM’S, drive on thousand-dollar RIMS without you labeling me a thug.

I want elderly women to walk by me without gripping their purses in fear they might get mugged, and how many more influential young music makers are we gonna lose ‘cause people hate 2 see brothas get ahead.

How many rap songs are you gonna take PERSONAL because you didn’t make a statement a rapper might have said,

……….. will you also wish them dead.

Brothas need to set their standards higher than what they currently have been.

You must make the decision 2 leave that thug-life alone and get out that image some of you have been lying in.

A lot of brothas want to live the fast life but that fast life also comes with alot of fast problems.

Don’t be a victim of society … ADDRESS YOUR SITUATIONS, do not give the court system the responsibility to solve em.

Remember my brothas, we can only rise as high as our mentality allows us to elevate and though life can be hard to handle, don’t allow yourself to be overtaken by fear and self-hate.

… Cause the fear of getting ahead can be a high wall to get over.

That’s why I need you to listen to my poem cause brothas, I don’t think you understand what’s truly going on. 

The Manager’s Corner

I am Kirk Walker, manager of the Black On Black Vibe online group, and I am glad that the online group has received such a positive response in just the one month it has been in existence. 

The editor has stated our goals for this newsletter. I will, humbly, elaborate on one of our goals for this publication and our online group. I hope that Black On Black Vibe, in both of its forums, can serve as a first or founding step for people to get into the industry and thrive in it under their own terms, and not under the direction of those who do not understand the artforms which our people have created and sustained over all this time.

Here is an observation of mine that, hopefully, will illustrate my goal:

Sugar Or Fish In The Water

Sugar In Water:

Not seen, its existence only known by tasting the water.

It can go only where the water goes, it lacks sovereignty

Fish In Water:

Fish are dependent on water to survive but,

They can swim with the current, against the current, or across the current (actions of a sovereign being)

At the present time, my people are like sugar in water.

I hope that our newsletter, with its networking theme, helps my brethren break into the entertainment industry as fishes in the industry.          

FOR OUR HEALTH

PEOPLE OF COLOR

UNITING FOR LIFE
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If you could save a life would you?

Maybe you can…

Each year, thousands of African Americans and Latinos face a frightening dilemma. Many suffer from potentially fatal blood diseases such as leukemia.  The standard procedure in curing such diseases is a bone marrow transplant. 

Unfortunately, 75 percent of patients needing a bone marrow transplant will not find a match within their own families. They will need an unrelated individual, like yourself, who is willing to donate healthy bone marrow.  Bone marrow makes blood cells and it even looks like blood but is a little thicker.  Some characteristics of bone marrow type are unique to people of specific ancestry. It is possible for the donor bone marrow to come from people of any racial or ethnic group, but the most likely match is a donor from the same ethnic group as the recipient. Bone marrow is produced inside the larger bones of the body and is removed from patients with a special syringe. Donors have to be between 18 and 60 years old and in good health. There is no cost to the donors.

-All information was adapted from 

The National Donor Program. 

For more information call 

1-800-MARROW-2

http://www.marrow.org

Vibe-On Review:

BEYOND THE BARS/ NO EXTENDED EMBRACES: A DOCUMENTARY

Julia O’ Farrow, an entrepreneurial   filmmaker, gives viewers a glimpse into the lives of seven women who love men behind bars. She has taken 

on a subject matter that became close 

to her heart when she heard of the           

struggle of one of the women, Safiya

Bandele, to free her mate, Ibn Kenyatta,

from prison. 

This intimate portrayal explores the 

challenges and struggles women face 

while pursuing these relationships that 

are wrought with enormous limitations

which include limited physical intimacy. 

Julia gives voice to women who are rarely

heard in society. This film highlights

their reasons for being involved in and

maintaining these relationships,

eventhough some of their mates are

serving life sentences or are on Death Row.

Beyond the Bars allows the viewer

to see seven women, in their most private 

moments, who are willing to share their 

life stories. We see the letters they have 

collected through the years as a 

reflection of their hope that their loved

ones will eventually come home. I 

recommend that this film be viewed

to gain an understanding of what 

humanity is all about.

Julia O’Farrow can be contacted via:

Red Carnelian Films

(718) 735 – 4247 (phone)

(718) 953 – 2561 (fax)

www.jaygeeoh@aol.com (e-mail)

Black-On-Black Contacts

Miatha Mitchell

Urban Casting Director 

Principal and Background Casting Service 

Production Inquires:

(416)  783 - 2586 (Toronto)

(888)  350 - 0536 (N.Y)

nymosiac@hotmail.com (e-mail)

Talent Inquiries:

(send POSTAL MAIL headshot                                                                                                                        

snapshots accepted)

30 Third Avenue

Suite #924

Brooklyn, New York 11217

Marko Nobles 

Community Relations & Promotions Director 

WWRL-AM Radio

Host and Producer

WHCR 90.3 FM

Looking to help individuals promote

projects through radio.

41-30 58th Street (WWRL – AM)

Woodside, NY 11377

(718)  335 -1600 (WWRL Phone)

(212)  534 - 3940 (Home)

Mwalim Allah

Oversoul Theater Collective, Inc

Record Producer, Writer, & Performer

Looking to collaborate with writers and 

performers. Also looking to gig in small venues and clubs as a musician, storyteller, and singer. Presently developing scripts and texts for actors.

201 Main Street

Mashpee, MA 02649

(508) 477 -3210 (Home)

mwalim@massed.net (e-mail)

Feona Huff

An independent Publicist

Looking to work with individuals

who have literary projects in the works.

212-757-2669 (work)

917-200-3616 (pager)

feona_huff@yahoo.com (e-mail)

Marc B

Brown and Blue Productions

An all-in-One service company.

We provide promotion, marketing, manufacturing, and distribution for independent labels and artists. Check out our website at

www.brownandblue.com
(323) 960-4376 (Phone)

brown_pro@hotmail.com (e-mail)

Elwood Legette

An Entertainment Consultant.

Helps to link the right people together

In the entertainment industry.

(718) 485-6255 (Phone)

elegette@webtv.net (e-mail)

Rick James

Music Magazine Television Productions

A family friendly site dedicated for promoting the works of artists and record labels.  Additional services include all video and film related production.

(718) 370-2625 (Phone)

rjmmtv@email.msn.com (e-mail)

Strive Enterprises

Low industrial-low budget Audio/Video/Stage Lighting /Entertainment Production. Infomercials-commercials for cable TV, radio, and more.  

(718) 712-7878 (Phone)

(718) 481 7878 (Fax)

STRV@aol.com  (e-mail)

Studio Consultant

Contact Nex at (718) 861-6147

We would like thank Chuma W. Rasul, Horace Allen, Cliff Edwards, George E. Crawford, Julia O’Farrow, and The National Marrow Donor Program for contributing to this newsletter. 

Black On Black Vibe prays all of our featured artists, entrepreneurs, business owners, and contributors much continued success.

Black ON Black VIBE’s MISSION


�


We are a group of talented people of color who have come together from across the country, via the Internet, to further our careers and dreams in many aspects of the entertainment industry. We’ve come together in community spirit, yet we reflect individuality. Vibe-On members consist of writers, musicians, poets, filmmakers, producers, artists, publishers, vocalists, and individuals as well as various companies representing many facets of the entertainment industry.  Some companies involved with Vibe-On include: 





Sankofa Sessions 


She Ink Magazine 


Brown & Blue Productions 


Music Magazine TV


WWRL 1600 AM Radio


WHCR 90.3 FM Radio 


Strive Enterprises


The NY Urban Soul Guide 


Over Soul Theater


Urban Focus LA


PowerBlast Records


Headquarters Records
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